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SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF SPANISH SOCIALISTS TO U.S. 

REF: BRUSSELS 6344 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO YOUR REQUEST POR INPORMATION ON THE 
MUGICA/SOLANA VISIT TO WASHINGTON, FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION 
WITH SPANISH AMBASSADOR AGUIRRE, WE ARE REPEATING 
MADRID 3148 DESCRIBING SOME ASPECTS OP THE PRESS TREATMENT 
HERE OP THE TRIP WHICH APPARENTLY BOTHERED AGUIRRE. WE 
ALSO ARE REPEATING STATE 077423 DESCRIBING THE VISIT AND 
STATE 83354 ON SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT WITH RESPECT 

TO SOLANA’S SUGGESTIONS THAT (A) THE U.S. MIGHT ONLY 
PAVOR A NATO INVITATION TO SPAIN IF THE MAJORITY IN THE 
SPANISH PARLIAMENT IS SUPPICIENTLY LARGE, AND (B) THE 
U.S. HAS NOT BEEN PORTHCOMING WITH RESPECT TO THE P-16. 

2. YOU MAY ALSO WISH TO TELL AGUIRRE: 

- THE U.S. INVITATION WAS TO MUGICA IN HIS CAPACITY AS 
CHAIRMAN OP THE DEPENSE COMMITTEE OP THE CONGRESS OF 
DEPUTIES; MUGICA IN TURN ASKED TO TAKE SOLANA WITH HIM; 
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- THE VISIT WAS SUPPORTIVE OP THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT'S 
OWN EPPORTS TO BROADEN SOCIALIST PERCEPTIONS ON DEPENSE 
MATTERS; 

- WE ENVISAGE A SUBSEQUENT INVITATION TO THE CHAIR AN OP 
THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE OP THE SENATE (A UCD - GOVERNMENT 
PARTY) FIGURE; 
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- WHILE SOLANA (MORE THAN MUGICA, WHO IS THE MORE 
IMPORTANT FIGURE) DISTORTED SOME ASPECTS OF WHAT HE WAS 
TOLD IN WASHINGTON, WE DO NOT REGARD THIS AS NEARLY SO 
IMPORTANT AS THE OVER-ALL POSITIVE IMPACT OF THE TRIP; 

- SOLANA TOLD US, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT TWO OF THE MAJOR 
CONCLUSIONS FROM THE TRIP WERE THE NEED FOR CAREFUL STUDY 
LEADING TO A PRACTICAL SOCIALIST POSTURE ON DEFENSE, AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OF CARRYING OUT SUCH A POLICY IN 
COLLABORATION WITH, NOT IN OPPOSITION TO, THE U.S. (SEPTEL 
FOLLOWS ON THIS CONVERSATION); 

- MUGICA AND SOLANA GO NEXT TO THE ERG AND THEN TO 
SWEDEN; THEREAFTER THEY MAY WISH TO VISIT BRUSSELS. 
STARTER 
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